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I. Conflicts around who Jesus really was!

For centuries after Jesus’ PBUH departure from this world, the discussion and confusions continues concerning who Jesus really was. Was he a man, God or both? And if he was simply a human being like the rest of us, then how could he be a divine at the same time! And if he was truly God the Creator of the heavens and the earth, then how could he be the son of that same God simultaneously? As a result of this seemingly unsolved puzzle which has confused even scholars and clergy of Christianity, some people have went to the extreme and denied his existence altogether and considered him to be a myth. 
The reason for this undeniable problem is that Jesus Christ PBUH himself had left behind no writings to describe who he was. His preaching and teaching lasted only for two or three years without a word being recorded. He even did not instruct anyone to write down what he had preached. And that’s why whatever was written many years later was either inaccurate or have not survived. And as a result, so many people have formed their own views on Jesus Christ and considered that view to be the right one, some may think that these groups were formed recently, however many of them were ancient and plenty of them also are modern: (just to mention few):

· Marcionites. 

They believed in two separate Gods, the wrathful and angry God of the Old Testament whom they have rejected, and the loving and forgiving God of the New Testament; and that is Jesus Christ. 

· Ebionites.
This group has rejected the idea of pre-existence of Jesus (that he was with God in the beginning), they have also rejected his miraculous or virgin birth, his death as the atonement for human beings, and his resurrection. They believed that Jesus was 100% man who was conceived through his physical parents, Joseph and Mary. As you can see, their views are at odds with the Marcionites.

· Docitism / Docetists.

They have denied that Christ have suffered and died, and because he was completely divine, then he could have never been a human to experience pain and suffering. Among them also another group who believed that Jesus was a human being made of flesh and blood like all of us, but Christ was a completely separate being who was divine in nature (i.e. God)

Of course we are not going to mention all the groups who had totally different views on Jesus Christ PBUH, this irrefutable fact can be easily investigated even today by visiting various Churches. Go and ask them about their beliefs concerning Jesus Christ and you will see by yourself that the Mormons hold different views than Jehovah’s Witnesses who will of course contradict Born again who are totally different from all other sects, and the Catholics will say something else, and Seven Day Adventists will never agree with Iglesia Ni Cristo or Church of Christ and so on. Each of them has got entirely different views about who Jesus Christ PBUH really was.
II. Jesus in Islam

Then came the Qur’an to put things right and to judge between all matters in which we have differed and disputed. God said in the Qur’an what can be translated as: “…We have sent down to thee the Book (i.e. the Qur’an) explaining all things…” Qur’an 16:89 and part of this ‘all things’ is the clarification about the position of Jesus PBUH which has been distorted after his departure from our world. 
· HIS BIRTH
The story began in chapter no. 3 of the Qur’an when God’s Angel was sent down to Mary to announce to her the birth of a pure boy. God said what can be translated as: “Behold! The angels said: ‘O Mary! Allah gives you glad tidings of a Word from Him; his name will be Christ Jesus, the son of Mary, held in honor in this world and in the Hereafter and of (the company of) those nearest to Allah. He shall speak to the people in childhood and in maturity. And he shall be (of the company) of the righteous.” Qur’an 3:45-46 

Naturally Mary was confused and a bit shocked, she responded: “…How shall I have a son when no man has touched me?” He said: ‘Even so: Allah creates what he wills; when He has decreed a plan, he but said to it ‘Be’ and it is!” Qur’an 3:47
This is simply the concept of creation in Islam, whenever Allah decides to create something, all he has to do is to say to that thing ‘Be’ and the thing will surely come into being. The verses continues: “And Allah will teach him the Book and the Wisdom, the Law and the Gospel, and (appoint him) a messenger to the children of Israel (with this message ‘I have come to you with a Sign from your Lord, in that I make for you out of clay, as it were, the figure of a bird, and breathe into it and it becomes a bird by Allah’s leave; and I heal those born blind and the lepers, and I quicken the dead by Allah’s leave; and I declare to you what you eat and what you store in your houses. Surely therein is a Sign for you if you did believe” (Qur’an 3:48-49)
From the above verse we learn that the Muslims have got no choice but to believe in Jesus as: 1. Mighty messenger of God, 2. he was the Christ, 3. he was born by the miraculous will of God through Virgin Mary and without any male intervention 3. And that he healed the lepers, blinds and he raised the dead by God’s permission. 
· LIKE ADAM
And to set all confusions aside, Allah SWT in the Qur’an has drawn our attention to one of His marvelous creation, the first man ever created, Adam PBUH. And instead of explaining how Allah has created Jesus in the first place without human father, He told us to look into the creation of Adam and reflect on it. He said what can be translated: “The similitude of Jesus before Allah is as that of Adam; He created him from dust, then said to him ‘Be’. And he was” Qur’an 3:59 in other words, don’t try to exaggerate in interpreting the miraculous birth of Jesus to mean something else, don’t say that he was unique because he came into existence without male intervention! If that makes him unique, then Adam should be considered greater since he came into being without father or mother. 
· STILL ALIVE
The Muslims believe that Jesus Christ PBUH is the only prophet who is alive today and never dies as believed by most of the Christians. And this is mainly one of the points of differences between Islam and Christianity, Islam is very explicit about this matter while Christianity with its thousands of branches (Ancient and modern) have differed whether Jesus died or not. We can find no better words than the Qur’an itself to prove that Jesus Christ PBUH was not killed nor Crucified. Allah said what can be translated: “That they said (in boast), "We killed Christ Jesus the son of Mary, the Messenger of Allah"; - but they killed him not, nor crucified him, but so it was made to appear to them, and those who differ therein are full of doubts, with no (certain) knowledge, but only conjecture to follow, for of a surety they killed him not:” (Qur’an 4:157)
As we can see, the above verse is so clear and obvious that Jesus Christ PBUH was not killed nor crucified according to our most authentic source, the Qur’an. 
III. Similarities between Jesus in Islam and Christianity.

· He was a Messenger & a Prophet from God:
Jesus Christ PBUH is identified in the Qur’an as we have mentioned earlier as the messenger of God and one of His mightiest prophets. This form of belief concerning Jesus is a must for any Muslim in order for him or her to be a Muslim. Allah says: “And remember, Jesus the son of Mary, said: “O Children of Israel! I am the messenger of Allah (sent) to you, confirming the Law (which came) before me, and giving glad Tidings of a messenger to come after me, whose name shall be Ahmed.” Qur’an 61:6

A very similar message was repeated several times in the Christian Bible, however those verses were forgotten because normally preachers and bishops always speak of Jesus as ‘Lord’ and ‘God’, but the Bible itself says: “The crowds answered, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee." Matthew 21:11 and also “Jesus said to them, "Only in his hometown, among his relatives and in his own house is a prophet without honor." Mark 6:4 in several other places Jesus described himself as one who was sent by God (i.e. a messenger), among them is: "He who receives you receives me, and he who receives me receives the one who sent me.” (Matthew 10:40) You may also read for yourself other verses where Jesus was described as a messenger from God, such verses like John 4:34, 5:30, 7:16, 11:42, 13:16, and 14:24

· He was a man and not God. 
Nowhere does the Quran speak of Jesus (or anyone else) as a divine being; he was described as a man eating food which is a characteristic belongs only to human beings. Allah says: “Christ the son of Mary was no more than a messenger; many were the messengers that passed away before him. His mother was a woman of truth. They had both eat their (daily) food. See how Allah does make His signs clear to them; yet see in what ways they deluded away from the truth!” (Qur’an 5:75-76)
Jesus being ‘a man’ is something hardly to be heard of in the Christian Churches, however the Bible declares: “Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know.” Acts 2:22
Even Paul made the distinction between God Almighty and Jesus Christ the man, he said: “For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,” 1 Timothy 2:5
· He was a Law keeper
 The will of Almighty God is to be found in the revelations that were sent down by Him to all his prophets and their followers. In the Qur’an we are informed that: “It was We who revealed the Law (to Moses): therein was guidance and light. By its standard have been judged the Jews, by the Prophets who bowed (as in Islam) to Allah’s Will…… If anyone fail to judge by (the light of) what Allah has revealed, they are (no better than) unbelievers.” (Qur’an 5:44)
Jesus too preached Salvation through keeping the law and the commandment of God, it is reported in the Gospel of Matthew that: “And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life? And he said unto him, Why callest thou me good? There is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.” Matthew 19:16-17
He further insisted, that only through following the Law and the commandments of God a person may inherit eternal life: “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily I say unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one title shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say unto you, that except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:17-20
· He was a Muslim

    Yes he was! Islam is a simple Arabic term which means submission to God’s will, and a Muslim is he who submits himself to the will of God, and in that sense, most certainly Jesus was a Muslim. He said: “I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.” John 5:30. So in submitting himself to Allah’s will, Jesus was a Muslim. 
· He is coming back
It is a major sign of the Day of Judgment according to Islam when Jesus comes back, however he will not come to judge people as it is understood by some Christians, but he will come to set things right, to call people to Islam (submission to Allah’s will), to break the cross, kill the pigs and destroy the anti Christ. So not only Christians who are waiting for the second coming of Jesus, Muslims too are waiting, in fact it is part of their faith to believe in Jesus’ second coming. 

The second coming of Jesus doesn’t mean that he was killed, resurrected, ascended to heaven and now coming back, instead, he was saved by God from the evil plan of crucifixion, raised up unto Allah, and sooner or later will come back to complete his mission on earth. He was the only prophet that never tastes death, however after he return and completing his mission he will die of a natural cause and on the Day of Resurrection he, and all other creation will be brought back to life again for the final Judgment of God Almighty. 
IV. Conclusion

The Majority of Christians came to know Jesus only through the account found within the New Testament pages where very little about him was narrated. On the other hand, discoveries of other writings which were attributed to Jesus’ close disciples and apostles were made available for serious students who would like to investigate the life and teaching of Jesus, in which almost all of them contradicts today’s New Testaments 
The Qur’an on the other hand came to clarify the dispute about this mighty messenger of God, in it he is identified as one of the greatest messengers of God, a man and not God, was born by a great miracle, his creation is similar to Adam’s, he has performed some of the most remarkable miracles of his time, including healing the sick and reviving the dead by God’s permission. Jesus Christ preached Islam (submission to God’s will) and therefore, he himself was a Muslim. 
Jesus PBUH came not to destroy the previous Law or the teaching of former prophets, but rather to fulfill.  (Matthew 5:17). And he is coming back to complete his mission on earth before end of time. 
V. Resources

For more reading on the topic, here are my suggestions: 
· Christ in Islam by Sheikh Ahmad Deedat (http://islam101.net/islamic-history/40-prophet-jesus/142-christ-in-islam-by-ahmed-deedat.html)

· The True Message of Jesus Christ by Dr. Bilal Philips (http://www.kalamullah.com/Books/true_message_of_jesus.pdf) 

Thank you and peace be upon you all. 

� This prophecy (of Jesus speaking in childhood) was fulfilled when Mary delivered him and was accused by her family when she brought the baby to them, while accusing her for being unchaste, Jesus as an infant in his mother arm was able by Allah’s permission to speak and declare the truth about him and his blessed mother. Full story is found in chapter no. 19 of the Qur’an titled ‘MARY’
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